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Topics 

1. Benefits of Testing and Certification  
 
2. Value of Accreditation 
 
3. Hong Kong Accreditation Service 



Benefits of Third-Party  
Testing and Certification 

 For Service Providers or Manufacturers 

 Reduce non-compliance, liability, rejection 
of service/products and resulting financial 
risks 

 Enhance company’s reputation and image 

 Create business opportunities due to 
improved acceptance and confidence of 
customers 



Benefits of Third-Party  
Testing and Certification 

Customers/Public 
 Identification of high quality services 
 Reduce monitoring 

Regulators 
 Apply private sector resources to achieve 

regulatory objectives 
 Uphold safety and conformity of services 

and products at low administrative costs 



Impact of “Wrong Results”  

 Incorrect test results  
  hazardous to service/product users  

(public health/environmental issue) 
e.g. water testing 

 
 
 High cost of recall/replacement of non-compliance 

products/service (financial loss)  
  subsequent loss of customers  

(loss of confidence/loyalty)   
  further financial loss 



Are they  
competent? 

Start 



  


  


  


  

Laboratories, 
Certification 

bodies, 
Inspection 
bodies … 

Accreditation 
bodies 

Accreditation  
- provides 3rd party assurance 

Test, Certification, Inspection 

Products, 
Services … Are they  

acceptable? 

Accreditation helps you find reliable 
T&C service! 



 
Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) 

香港認可處 
 



Hong Kong Accreditation Service  
(HKAS) 

Part of Innovation and Technology Commission of 
the Hong Kong Special Administration Region 
Government 

  

 

 

  

Set up in 1998 (previously known as HOKLAS 
since 1985) 

Provides independent and impartial accreditation 
services 



HKAS provides accreditation services to 
testing laboratories, certification bodies and 
inspection bodies under 3 schemes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 HOKLAS (香港實驗所認可計劃)  

 HKCAS (香港認證機構認可計劃)  

 HKIAS (香港檢驗機構認可計劃) 



 

Features of HKAS Accreditation 

 Open and Voluntary 

 Based on international standards  

 Rigorous assessment by independent 
experts 

 Continuous monitoring 

 Independent and impartial 

 International recognition 



HOKLAS – Scope of service 
Calibration Services 
Chemical Testing 
Chinese medicine  
Construction Materials 
Electrical and Electronic Products 
Environmental Testing 
Food 
Forensic Testing 
Medical Testing 
Miscellaneous 
Pharmaceutical Products 
Physical and Mechanical Testing 
Textiles and Garments 
Toys and Children’s Products 



HOKLAS – Environmental Testing 

 Chemical tests 
 Microbiological tests 
 Biological toxicity tests 
 Noise 
 HEPA appliance 
 Biosafety Cabinetry 



HOKLAS – Environmental Testing 

Nature of samples (chemical/biological tests) 

 Water, Wastewater, Saline water 

 Sediment, Soil, Sludge 

 Biota (fish and shellfish) 

 Air (indoor, outdoor, ash) 

 Waste (solid, semi-solid, liquid, solvent & Oil) 

 Asbestos 

 Consumer Products (e.g. Paint) 



HKCAS – Scope of service 
• System Certification 

– ISO 9001 Quality management system (QMS) 
– ISO 14001 Environmental management system 

(EMS) 
– ISO 50001 Energy management system (EnMS) 

• Product Certification 
– Construction materials 
– Consumer products 

• Greenhouse gases (GHG) Validation and 
Verification 
– At organisation, project or product level 
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HKIAS – Scope of service 
• Inspections related to production of consumer products 

(factory inspection, pre-production, during-production and 
pre-shipment inspection of specific products)  

• Inspection of construction products and welds 
• EPD’s Indoor air quality scheme 
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Endorsed Reports and Accredited Certificates 
 

Unless otherwise approved and specified, only 
results of accredited activities can be shown in 
endorsed reports and accredited certificates  

The competence of the accredited activities has 
been assessed  the reliability of results in 
endorsed reports and certificates can be assured 

 



International Recognition 

HKAS is signatory to the International Laboratory 
Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) and 
International Accreditation Forum (IAF) Mutual 
Recognition Arrangement (MRA)  

Endorsed test reports and accredited certificates 
issued by HKAS accredited organisations are 
recognised by HKAS’s MRA / MLA partners in 
over 90 economies worldwide 



HKAS (MRA/MLA) partners 



Benefits of using accredited testing, 
certification and inspection services 

Competence of conformity assessment 
bodies have been assured, providing 
confidence in services 

Minimize the risk of failed products or 
services due to wrong results 

Eliminate the need for repetition of testing, 
certification and inspection (through MRA / 
MLA)  reducing costs and facilitating free 
trade across borders 



Number of Organisations Accredited  
by HKAS* 

Accredited Service No. of 
Organisations 

Environmental Testing 45 

Environmental Management System 
Certification 15 

Energy Management System Certification 10 

Greenhouse Gas Assertions Verification 2 

Indoor Air Quality Inspection 9 

* as at Nov 2017 



For More Information… 

Please visit our website 
www.hkas.gov.hk  



Thank  you 
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